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[DISCOURSE 


Anſwering the 
| Following Queſtion; 


| What may moſt hopefully be attemp: 
ted to allay Ammoſities among 
Proteſtants, that our Diviſions 
may not be our Rune ? 
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Colos. II. 32; 


That their hearts might be comforted, being 
Rnit, together in love, and unto all riches of 
the full aſſurance of underſtanding, to the 
acknowledgment of the myſtery of God, and 
of the Father, and of Chriſt. 


His Queſtion is propounded to me; W bat may in 
moſt hopefully be attempted to allay Animoſiti ties a- 
ꝛxong Proteſtants , that our Diviſions may not be our 


Ruine 2 
$ 1 muſt 


x | (2) ? 
| J muſt here, in the firſt place, tell you how I 7% 
underſtand this Queſtion. 

1. A to the End, the preventing our ruine. I take 
the meaning chiefly to be, not the ruine of our E- 
ſtates, Trade, Houſes, Families; not our ruine, in 
theſe reſpects, who are Chriſtiams, but our ruine as we 
are Chriſtians, i. e. the ruine ot our Chriſtianity it 
ſelf, or of the truly Chriſtian Intereſt among vs. 

2. As for the Means enquired after, I underſtand 
not the Queſtion to intend, what is to be done or at- 
; tempted by Laws, and publick Conſtitutions, as if our 
. buſineſs were to teach our abſent Rujers, or preſcribe 
; to them what they ſhould do, to whom we have no 
preſent Call, or Opportunity, to apply cur ſelves. 

Nor again gan it be thought our buſineſs, to diſ- 
cuſs the ſeveral Queitions that are controverted a- 
mong us, and ſhew, in each, what is the Truth and 
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Right, wherewith every man'sConſcience ought to 
| be {atisfy'd, and in which we thould all meet, and 
; unite. As if we had the vanity to think of perfor- | 
i ming, by an Hours diſcourſe, what the voluminous *?: 
| Writings of ſome Ages have not performed. — 


Much leſs are we to attempt the perſwading of 
any to go againſt an already formed Judgment in 
theſe points of difference, for the ſake of Union; 

and to ſcek the Peace of the Church, by breaking 
their peace with God, and their own Conſciences. 
But T take the Queſtion only to intend, What ſe- 
rious Chriſtians may, and ought, to endeavour, 7: 
their private Capacities, and agreeably with their own 
Principles, towards the propoſed End. 2 
And 1oI conceive the words read to you, contain 
the Materzals of a direct and full Anſwer to the Que- 
on. Which J reckon will appear, by opening the 
Cafe the Apoſtle's words have reference to; that will 
be found a Caſe like our own; and by opening the 
Words, whereby their ſuitableneſs to that Caſe will 
be ſeen, and conſequently to ow Caſe alſo. -- 5 | 
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Pretenders, out of an affectation of ſublimer Know- 
ledge, and forſake Chriſt in whom all the Treaſures 


Zect, not only ſome of the Fathers 
+ of the Church give an account , but f Plotinas, En- 
even a Þ noted Philoſopher among the nead 2. L' 9. 
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1. The Caſe which theſe Words have reference to 
(as indeed the general aſpect of the Epiſtle, and in 
great part ofthe other 4poſtolical Letters, looks much 
the ſame way) was in ſhort this: That a numerous 
Sect was already ſprung up, that began (ſo early) 
to corrupt the Sinplicity and Purity of the Chritti- 
an Religion, and very much to diſturb the peace of the 
Chriſtian Church. A ſort they were of partly Judai- 
xing, partly Paganizing Chriſtians, ( the Diſciples, as 
they are reputed, of Simon Magus) who joyned with the 
Name bhriſſian the Rites and Ceremonmies of the Fews, 
with the Iupurities (even in Worſhip) of the Gen- 
tiles, denying the more principal Doctrines, and ha- 
ting the holy Deen of Chriſtianity it felt, while they 
feem'd to have aſſumed (or to retain) the Name, as 
it were on purpoſe the more effectually to wound 
and injure the Chriſtian Cauſe and Intereſt. Men 
of high pretence to Knowledge ( whence they had 
the Title of Gnofticks ) filched partly from the Few- 
7 Cabbaliſm, partly from the Pytbagorean. By 
which pretence they inſinuated the more plauſibly 
with ſuch as affected the knowledge of more hidden 
Myſteries, Whereto the Apoſtle ſeems to have refe- 
rence, where he adds immediately after the Text, 
that in Chriſt were hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and 
knowledge, verſ. 3. And, ſays he, did purpoſely add 
it, left any man ſhould beguile them with enticing words. 
Intimating, there was no need to follow thoſe vai 


of Wiſdom and Knowledge were hid. 


Of the progreſs and Genius of this Clemens Ale 
andy. Irenæus, 


Epiphanius, &c. 


& Heathens, who writes profeſſedly a. 


gainſt them ( tho? not a word againſt Chriſtians as 


dach) both making it his buſineſs to refute their ab- 
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ſurd Doctrines (that the World was in its nature evil, 
and not made by God, but by fome evil Angel, &c.) and 
repreſenting them as men of moſt immoral Princi- 
ples and Practices; worſe, both in reſpect of their 
Notious and Morals, than Epicurus himſelt. 

It appears this fort of men did, in the Apoſtles 
days, not only ſet themſelves, with great art and 


induſtry, to pervert as many Profeſſors of Chriſtia- 


nity as they could, but found means (as they 
might by their coinpliances with the Jens, who 
were then much ſpread, and numerouſly ſeated in 
ſundry principal Cities under the Roman Power, and 
who were every where the bittereſt Enemies to Chri- 
ſtianity) to raiſe Perſecution againſt them they 
could not pervert, which ſome paſſages feem to inti- 
mate in the Epiſilè to the Galatians ( who, as that 
whole Epiſtle thews, were much leaven'd by this 
Sect, inſomuch that the Apoſtle is put to travel as in 
birth again, to have Chriſt farmed in them, and to re- 
duce them batk to ſincere Chriſtianity, ) viz. that 
ſome Leaders of this Set, ſo ſet the Peoples minds 
even againſt the Apoſtle himſelf, that he began to 
be reputed by them as an Enemy, chap. 4. 16. and 
was perſecuted under that notion, becante he would 
not comply wich them in the matter of Circumci- 


ſion (urged as an engagement to the whole Law of. 


Moſes,) chap. 5. II. If L yet preach Circumciſion, why 


do I yet ſuffer Perſecution ? Then is the offence of the 


Cro/s ceaſed, And that they were as miſchievous as 


they could be, to Fellow-Chriſtians, on the ſame 


account, bit;zg and devouring them that received not 
their corrupting Additions to Chriſtianity, as the 


circumſtances of the Text ſhew, verſ. 15. 


How like a Caſe this is to ours, with our Popi/h 
Emennes,-I need not tell you. And now in this 


Cafe; when the Faith of many was overthrown, ſo 
much hurt was already. done, and the danger of 
greater was fo manifeſt, partly by the moſt inſi- 
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nuating methods ef Seduction, partly by the terror 
of Perſecution, the great care was to ſecure the un- 
corrupted reſidue, and preſerve unextinct the true 
Chriſtian Intereſt. „ 

The urgency of this Caſe puts the ſolicitous, con- 
cerned Spirit of this great Apoſtle, into an inex- 
preſſible Agony, as his words do intimate: I would 
you knew what conflict I have, and not for theſe Coloſſians 
only, but for them of Laodicea (which was not very 
remote from Coloſs) and for as many as have not ſeen 
my face in the fleſh: For it was 2 common Cale , aud 
upon him lay the care of all the Churches. 

So that hence his muſing, meditative Mind, could 
not but be revolving many Thoughts, and caſting 
about for Expedients, how the threatning Danger 
might be obviated and averted. And theſe in the 
Text, which he faſtens upon, and wherein his 
Thoughts center, how apt and proper they were to 
that Caſe (and conſequently to ours which ſo little 
differs) will be ſeen, fog] 

2. By our opening and viewing the Import of the 
Text it ſelf: Wherein he | 

I. Propoſes to himſelf the End which he appre- 
hended was moſt deſirable, and above all things to 


be coveted for them; That their hearts might be com- 


forted. A word of much larger ſignification than in 
vulger acceptation it is underſtood to be. Laaadt 
ſignifies (with protane as well as the ſacred Writers) 

not only to adminiſter Conſolation to a grieved 
Mind, but to exhort, quicken, excite, and animate, 
to plead and ſtrive with dull and ſtupid, wavermg 
and unreſolved Minds. It was thought indeed com 
prehenſive enough to expreſs all the Operations of 
the divine Spirit upon the Souls of Men, when not 

only the Chriſtian Church, but the World, yet to be 
Chriſtianiz'd, was to be the Subject of them, as we 
fee Fob. 16. 8. In reſpe& whereof that Holy Spirit 


hath its Name of Office, the Paraclet, from this word. 


B 2 A:.d 


( 6 J N 
And it being the paſive that is here uſed, it ſigniſies 
not only the endeavours themſelves, which are uſed to 
the purpoſe here intended, but the efe# of them 
wherein they all terminate, a Hwvely, vigorous, con- 
firm'd ftlate and habit of Soul: And that not indefi- : 
nite, but determined to one thing, the Chriſtian Faith . 
and Profeſton, which the Apoſtle's drift and ſcope 
| plainly ſhews. Tis not to be thought, he fo ear- 

i neſtly coveted and ſtrove, that they might be jo- 

þ cund, cheartul, abounding with Joy and Courage, 

| in any courſe, right or wrong; but, that they might 

be enconraped, eſtabliſht, confirm'd, in their Chri- 

| frianity. And if the word he here uſes were large 

enough to ſigniſie (as was noted above) all that 

was neceſſary to make Men Chriſtians, it may as 

Well, all that is neceſſary to continue them ſuch. 1 

| In hort, the End which the Apoſtle aims at, the © 
|F—_ oF5zaict intended to theſe Chriſtians was their Eſta- 

1 bliſhment and confirm'd {tate in their Chriſtianity, 5 
as the Effect of all Apoſtolical or Miniſterial Exhorta L 
tions, Perſwaſions, Encouragements, or any whatſoever 
endeavours; made efficacious to that purpoſe by the 
powerful Influence, and Operation, of the Holy Ghoſt. 

And that it was no lower thing than this, we 1 
have ſufficient Evidence, by comparing the Cloſe of 
the foregoing Chapter with the Beginning of this. 
Where we find, chap. I. 28. the avowed celign of his- 
preaching, warning, and teaching in all wiſdom , was, 
that be might preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Feſus. 1 
That whereas there were various Arts and Endea- 

vours uſeéd, to adulterate the Chriſtian Religion, 
and pervert Men from the ſimplicity of it, he might 
loſe none, but to his very uttermoſt keep all in a 
poflibility of being preſented perfect in Chriſt Jeſus 

_ at laſt; z. e. That they might be all entire, coi- 2 

pleat,” and perſevering Chriſtians to the end. And 
for this he adds, verſ. 29. be did labour, ſtriving ac- 
cording to his working, which wrongbt' in him ben 
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All his labour, and the ſtrivings of his Soul, acted 
by divine Power, and by a Spirit greater than his 
own, did aim at this end. And now hereupon he 
intimates how fervid theſe his ſtrivings were, chap. 2. 
1. I wonld you did but know ( what it is not for 


me to ſay) i azere, what an Agony I endure | 


how great this my conflict is tor you, and for them at 
Laodicea, and for as many as have not ſeen my face 


in the fleſh ! And for what? That their Hearts might 


r 


be comforted (as we read) meaning manifeſtly the 
ſame thing he had expreſt before; that notwith- 
ſtanding all endeavours of others to the contrary they 
might be compleat and confirm'd Chriſtians to the laſt. 
2. We have next to conſider in the Text the means 
or what expedients the Apoſtle concerves would be 
moſt effectually conducing to this bleſſed purpoſe. 
They are two, | „„ 
Mutual Love to one another ; And 

A clear, certain, efficacious Faith of the Goſpel : 
The former is ſhortly and plainly expreſt : The 
other by a copious and moſt emphatical Periphrafis 
or Circumlocution. He moſt earneſtly covets to 
have them knit together by both (au0Catw) com- 
pacted (as the word imports ) in the one & d., 
and unto or into the other, as that Particle fignifies 
[Leis] ver, Kc. „ 1 | 

I. Mutual Love to one another, q. d. The thing 
were done, or much were done towards it, if they 
were kit together in Love, compacted; made all of 
a piece, if by Love they did firmly cohere, and 
cleave to one another: for then it would bs One 
and All - and *tis ſcarce ever ſuppoſable they thorn! 
all agree to quit their Religion at once. But if that 
were to be ſuppoſed, he adds another thing that 
would put all out of doubt. : N 

2. A clear, certain, eſtcacious Faith of the Goſpel. 
For the ſeveral Expreſſions that follow are but a de- 


{cription of ſach a Faith. Where we are to note, 
175 B 4 hat 


„„ 
at he would have them apprehend : And 
The apprehenſive Principle. 

i. What be would have them apprehend : viz. The 
Sum and Subſtance of the Chriſtian Doctrine, which 
he calls a Myſtery, both becauſe it was {© in it ſelf, 
and *tis often ſpoken of, under that name, by our 
Lord himſelf, Mat. 13. 11. and famil:arly by this 
Apoſtle, Rom. 16. 25. Epbeſ. 3. 3, 9. Col. 1. 26. and 
elſewhere. And becaule of the high pretence of the 


Gnoſticks to the knowledge of Myſteries, which. 


ſometimes he flights. Eſpecially being unaccompanied 
with Love, as, with them, it motſt-eminently was. 
Tho' I underſtand all Myſleries, and all Knowledge, and 
have no Charity, I am nothing, 1 Cor. 13. 2. Know- 
ledge puſſeth up, Love edifies, chap. 8. 1. Sometimes, 
as here, he makes the ſincere Doctrine of the Goſpel 
to outvy therrs herein, intunating that ſuch as made 
Profeſſion of it could have no Temptation to go 
over to them for the knowledge of Myſteries (un- 
leſs « Myſtery of Iniquity were more pleaſing to them) 
whoſe very Religion was that great Myſtery of Godli- 
neſs. God was manifeſted in the Fleſh, puſtifyd in the 
Spirit, ſeen of Angels, preach'd unto the Gentiles, be- 
lieved on in the World, received up into glory, 1 Tim. 
3. 16. 

Now this Myffery he, firſt, more generally chara- 
cterizes, by calling it the Myfery of God, a Divine 
Myſtery, not made one, by meerly humane fiction; 
and then he very diſtinctly ſpecifies it in *the fol- 
lowing words, and of the Father, and of Chriſt. Where 
the former | and | needs not be thought cepulative, but 
exegetical, and might be read even, or to wit, or it 
my be read, both, as 'tis uſual with the Greeks as 
well as Latines when the copulative is to be repeated, 


ſo to read the former. As if it were ſaid, by the 
Myſtery of God I mean, mot of God alone, and abſtract- 
17 conſidered ; as if it were enough to you to be 
meer De ſts; and that the whole ſuperadded Revela- 


tion 
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tion concerning the Mediatour, might be Took't upon 
with indifferency or neglect ( as by the Gnoſticks it was 
known then to be, and afterwards by ſome of their 

reat leaders, in the ſubſtance of it, with downright 
Kates and oppoſition ) but that which I ſo earneſtly 
covet for you, and wherein I would have you unite, 
and be all one, is the acknowledgment of the whole My- 
ftery of God; i. e. both of the Father, and of Chriſt. 

2. The Apprehenſtve Principle; which we may, by 

a general Name, call Faith, and accommodately e- 
nough to the Name here given us of its Object, a My- 
Fery which is elſewhere called the Myſtery of Faith, 
1 Tim. 3. 9. or a Myſtery to be believed. Faith being 
the known Principle of receiving the Goſpel-revela- 
tion. But he here expreſſes it by words that ſignifie 
knowledge creo and iris, thereby intimating 
that the Faith of Chriſtians is not to be a blind and 
unintelligent Principle, but that though there were 
contained in the Goſpel, Myſteries never to be un- 
derſtood, if God had not afforded a ſpecial Revela- 
tion of them on purpoſe ; yet being revealed, we 
ought to have a clear and diſtinct, as well as lively 
and practical perception of them. By theſe two 
words, and the other expreſſions he joyns in with 
the former, he ſeems to intimate two forts of proper- 
ties which belong to that Faith of the Goſpel which 
he wiſhes to them. 6 5 

1. The rectitude, clearneſs and certainty of No- 
tion. | 575 


2. The efficacy, impreſſiveneſs, and immediate 


aptitude to have influence upon Practice, which he 


would have it carry with it. The latter properties 
ſuppoſing, and depending on the former, he there 
highly exaggerates the matter, and heaps together 


expreſſions that might with moſt lively emphaſis ſet 


forth the kind of that knowledge which he conceives 


would be of ſo great uſe to them. He wiſhes them 
a cee, à clear, perſpicncious Knowledge, and an 
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Aſſurance, even to a plerophory, a fulneſs of aſſuranc, 
in their knowledpe ot the truth of the Goſpel. Yea 

he withes them the Riches (zany) yea and all Riches 
(Mau c f aanecpogias) Of that full aflurance, or 
Plerophory of underſtanding, and knowledge of 
that Truth; apprehending that this would certainly 
fix them in their Faith and Profeſſion, ſo as they 
would never recede from it. As when in Chriſts own 
days many went back and walked no more with him, 


Joh. 6. 66. That which retained others, fo that 


when Chriſt asks, Vill ye alſo go away? verſ. 67. 
they preſently anſwer, Lord to whom ſhall we go? 
could entertain no ſuch thought, was that, beſides 
what they believed of him was of greateſt importance 
to them, thou haſt the wards of eternal Life, verſ. 68. 
So their belief was with that aſſurance as to exclude 
all ſuſpicion or doubt in the Caſe, and we believe and 
are ſure that thou art that Chriſt, the Son of the living 
God, verſ. 69. And therefore neither canſt want Pow- 
er to conter eternal Life, as all thy words do import 
thy deſign and promiſe to do, nor truth to make 
good thy own plain words. And then he alſo knew 
that ſich a cdieris or knowledge would produce, 
what he further wiſhes them an Tipe, an acknow- 
ledgement, an inward, vital owning, a cordial em- 
brace, a lively perception of the ſame bleſſed Truths, 
which muſt needs further moſt abundantly contri- 
bute, to this their ſo much defired joynt and unani- 
mous ſtability. _ | . 

And now theſe are the two expedients by which 
he reckons they would be ſo cloſely compacted toge- 
ther as that no ſubtilty or violence could endanger 
them, mutual love, and a clear, certain, operative Faith 


of the Goſpel , if, by the one they did cohere with 


each other; and by the other, adhere to God in 
Chriſt ; if the one might have with them the place, 
power and bindingneſs of a cement, the other of a 


continue] inclinaaion, yieldingneſs, and compliance 


to 
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> to themagnetiſm of the center, they would nevet fo. 


1 fall aſunder; as to give any enemies opportunity to 
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be the ſucceſsful Authors, or the gratity d Spectators 
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Thus therefore I would ſumm np the ſenſe of this 
Scripture, and the an/wer to the queſtion propoſed. 

That the maintaining of ſincere Love among Chriſtians, 

and the improving of their Faith to greater mea- 
ſures of clearneſs, certainty, and efficacy in reference 
to the fubſtanitials of Chriſtianity, are to be endea- 
voured as the beſt means to unte, eſtabliſh and pre- 
ſerve them, againft ſuch. as deſign the ruine of the 
truly Chriſtian Intereſt. 

The Caſe was at that time urging and important. 
A great and numerous party was formed, ot {ach as 
did naufeate the fimplicity of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and hate the true deſign of it. All the care was 
what courſe was moſt proper and ſuitable to preſerve 
the reſt. And you ſee what was then thought moſt 
proper. 

Counſel was not taken to this effect (and therefore 
Chriſtians in a private capacity thonld not covet to 
have it ſo) Let us bind them by certain deviſed 
preter- Evangelical Canons to things never thought 
nt to be enjoyn d by Chriſt himtelt, ſeverely urge 
« the ſtrict and uniform obſervance of them, make 
* the terms of Chriſtian Communion ſtraiter than 
c he ever made them, add new Ritnais of our own 
to his Inſtitutions, and cut off from vs all that 
(never fo conſcientiouſſy) ſcruple them. No, this 
was the practice of their common enemies, and it 
was to narrow and weaken the too much already di- 
minifh't Chriſtian Intereſt. The Urerr mentioned 


F verſe 5. might be comely enongin, without things, 


that were both unneceſſary, and offenſive. 
Nor was it conſulted and reſolved to avitate the 
Controverſy about this power, and practice, in perpe- 


tual, endleſs diſputations, and ſtigmatize them tha 
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ſhould not be enlightned and ſatisfy'd in theſe mat- 
ters, as {chilmatical and wiltul ; tho they never ſo 
ſincerely adhered to the Doctrine, and obſerved the 
Laws of Chriſt, i. e. Twas neither thought fit to 
urge the unfatisty*d upon doubtful things, againſt 
their Conſciences; nor to take order that continual 
endeavours thould be uſed from age to age to ſatisfy 
them, or that the Church ſhould be always vexed with 
vain controverſies about needleſs things; that, if 
they were never ſo lawful, might as well be let a- 
lone, without detriment to the Chriſtian Cauſe, and 
perhaps to its greater advantage. 

Yea the attempt of impoſing any thing upon the 
Diſc1ples but what was neceſſary, is judg'd a tempting 
of God, Ads 15. Io. a bringing the matter to a try- 
al of skill with him, whether he could keep the 
Church quiet, when they took ſo direct a courſe to 
diſtemper and trouble it. 

But it was thought neceſſary (and ſufficient) that 
all did unite, and were knit together in the mutual 
love of one another, and in a joynt adherence to 
the great Myſteries of Faith, and Salvation. 

In the ſame caſe, when there were ſo many Anti- 
chriſts abroad, and (tis likely) Ebion with his Par- 
takers made it their buſineſs to pervert the Chriſtian 
doctrine, the ſame courſe is taken by the bleſſed A- 
poſtle St. John only to endeavour the ſtrengthning 


of theſe two vital Principles Faith in Chriſt, and 
Love to fellow-Chriſtians, as may be ſeen at large in his 


Epiſtles. Theſe he preſſes, as the great commandments, 
upon the obſervation whereof he ſeems to account, 


the ſafety and peace of the ſincere did entirely de- 


pend. This is his commandment, that we ſhould be- 
lieve on the name of his Son Feſus Chriſt, and love one a- 
nother as he gave us Commandment, 1 Epiltle, 3. 22. 
He puts upon Chriſtians no other diſtinguiſhing teſt, 
but whoſoever believeth that Feſus is the « briſt, is born 


of God + Aud every one that loveth him that bega, lo- 
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veth him alſo that is begotten of him, chap. 5. I. Is 
only ſolicitous that they did practiſe the Command- 
ment they had from the beginning, i. e. that they loved 
ene anther, 2 Epiſt. 5. and that they did abide in the 
Doctrine of Chriſt, verſ. 9. i 

The prudence and piety of thoſe unerring Guides of 
the Church, (themſelves under the certain guidance 
of the Spirit of truth) directed them to bring the 
things wherein they would have Chriſtians unite, 
within as narrow a compaſs as was poilible, neither 
multiplying Articles of Faith, nor Kites of I e p. 
Theſe two Principles (as they were thought to anſwer 
the Apoſtles) would fully anſwer our deſign, and 
preſent enquiry. And we may adventure to ſay of 
them that they are both ſuffczent, and neceſſary, the 
apt and the only means to heal and ſave ns; ſuch as 
would effect our cure, and without which nothing will. 

Nor ſhall I give other anſwer to the propoſed 
queſtion, than what may be deduced from theſe two, 
conſidered according to what they are in themſelves, 
and what they naturally lead and tend unto. 

I ſhall conſider them in the order wherein the A- 
poſtle here mentions them, who you ſee reſerves 
the more important of them to the latter place. 

1. The fincere love of Chriſtians to one ancther, would 
be an happy means of preſerving the truly © hriſtian Inte- 
reſt among us. That this may be underſtood, we 
muſt righty apprehend what kind of love it is that is 
here meant. It is ſpecifi d by what we find in conjun- 
chon with it, The underſtanding, and acknowledgment 
of the Myſtery of Chriſlianity. Therefore it muſt be 
the love of Chriſtzans to one another as ſuch. Whence 
we collect, leſt we too much extend the object of it 
on the one hand, or contract it on the other, 

I. That it is not the love only which we owe to 


one another as men, or humane Creatures meerly, 


that IS intended here. That were too much to en- 
large it, as to our preſent conſideration of it. For 
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(14) 


wider that common notion, we ſhould he as much ob 
lIiged to love the enemies we are to unite againſt, a 
the friends of Religion we are to unite with, ſince 
all partake equally in humane nature. It muſt be a 
more ſpecial love that thall have the deſired influence 
zn the prefent cafe. We cannot be peculzarly endeared 
and united to foine more than to others, upon a rea- 
{on that is common to them with others. We are 
to love them that are born of God, and are his chil- 


dren, otherwiſe than the children of men, or ſuch of 


whom it may be ſaid they are of their father the De- 
vil; them that appear to have been partakers af a di- 
vine nature at another rate, than them who have re- 
ceived a er humane, or alſo the diabolical nature, 
1 Joh. 5. 1. . | 

Yet this peculier Tove is not to be excluſive of the 
other which is common, but mult ſuppoſe it, and be 


ſuperadded to it, as the reaſon of it is ſuperadded. 


For Chriſtianity ſuppoſes Humanity, and Divine 
Grace, Humane Nature. 8 | 
2. Nor is it a love to Chriſtians of this or that Par- 
ty, or denomination only. That were as much un- 
duly to ſtraiten and confine it. The love that is 
owing to Chriſtians as ſuch, as it belongs to them on- 
ly, fo it belongs to all them who, in profeſſion and 
ractice, do own ſincere. and incorrupt Chriſtianity. 
To limit our Chriſtian love to a Party of Chriſtians, 
truly focalled, is fo far from ſerving the purpoſe now 


70 be aimed at, that it reſiſts and defeats it; and in- 


ſtead of a preſervative union, infers moſt deſtructive 
diviſions. It ſcatters what it ſhould collect and ga- 
ther. Tis to love factiouſſy; and with an 1ynſt 
love, that refuſes to give indifferently to every oe, 
bis duc. ( For is there no love due to @ diſciple of 
Thrift in the name of a diſciple? ) It is founded in 


falfeed, and a he; denies them to be of the Chriſti- 


an community who really are ſo. It preſumes to 
tmove the ancient land-marks, not civil but ſacred, 


"14 


and draws on not the peoples curſe only, but that of 
God himſelf. *Tis true (and who doubts it?) that I 
may and ought upon ſpeczal reafons to love ſome 
more than others (as relation, acquaintance, obliga- 
tion by favours received from them, more eminent 
degrees of true worth, and real goodnels ) but that 
ſignifies nothing to the withholding of that low. 
which is due to a Chriſtian as ſuch, as that allo cu, 
not to prejudice the love I owe to a man, as He 1s « 
man. 

Nor am I ſo promiſcuoufly to diſtribute this 5. 
ly love, as to place it at randome, upon every one 
that thinks it convenient for him to call himſelf a 
Chriſtian, tho? I ought to love the very prefeſion, 
while I know not who ſincerely make it, and do 
plainly fee that Fews and Pagans were never worſe 
enemies to Chriſt and his Religion, than a great part 
of the Chriſtian world. But let my apprehenſions 
be once ſet right concerning the true eſſentials of 
* Chriftzanity, (whether conſiſting in dodtrinal or vital 

Principles, then will my love be duly carried to all 
in whom they are found under one common notion, 
uhich I come actually to apply to this cr that per- 
pon, as particular occaſions do occur. And ſo ſhall 
* always be in a preparation of mind, actually to unite 
u Chriſtian love, with every ſuch perſon, whenſoever 
ſuch occaſions do invite me to it. 9 
And do we now need to be told what ſuch an im- 
partial truly Chriſtian love, would do to our common 
preſervation, and to prevent the ruine of the Chri- 
tian Intereſt? „ | 
I. How greatly would it contribute to the vigour 7 
the Chriſtian. life? for ſo we ſhould all equally hold 
the head, from which all the body by joynts and bands 
7 having nouriſhment miniſtred, and knit together, encrea- 
eth with the increaſe of God. As afterwards in this 
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4 Chapter, verſe 19. Thus (as it 1s in that other paral- 
;lel text of Scripture) Speaking the truth in lobe, we 
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Hall grow up into him in all things, which is the head, 
even Chriſt : from whom the whole body fitly poyn'd tage- 
ther, and compacted by that which every joynt ſupplicth, 
according to the efectual working in the meaſure of every 
part, maketh increaſs of the bodly, unto the edifymg f 
it ſelf in love, Eph. 4. 15, 16. ObSrud:ons that hin- 
der the free circulation of blood and ſpirits, do not 
more certainly infer languiſhings in the natural bo- 
tan the want of ſuch a diffuſive love, ſhuts up, 
and ſhrivels the deſtitute parts, and hinders the dif-. 
fuſion of a nutritive vital influence, in the body of 
Chriſt. ; 15 

2. It would inſpire Chriſtians generally with a ſacred 
Courage and Fortitude, when they ſhould know, and 
even feel themſelves knit together in love. How doth * 
the revolt of any conſiderable part of an Army, RF 
diſcourage the reſt ! or if they be not entire, and f 
a piece! Mutual love animates them, as nothing 
more, when they are prepared to live and die to- 
gether, and love hath before joyned, whom now, 
their common danger alſo joyns. They otherwiſe 
ſignifie but as ſo many 1ingle perſons, each one but 
caring and contriving how to ſhift for himſelf. i: 
Love makes them ſignificant to one another. So as 
that every one underſtands himſelf to be the com- 
mon care of all the reſt. It makes Chriſtians the 
more reſolute in their adherence to Truth and Good- 
neſs, when (from their not-doubted love) they are 

ſure of the help, the counſels and prayers 11 the 1 
Chriſtian Community, and apprehend, by their de-. 
clining, they ſhall grieve thoſe whom they love, and 
who they know love them. If any imagine them- | 
ſelves intended to be given up, as Sacrifices, to the 
rage of the Common Enemy, their hearts are the 
apter to fink, they are moſt expos'd to temptations 
to prevaricate, and the reſt will be apt to expect the 
like uſage from them, if themſelves be reduc'd to the 
like exigency, and be liable to the ſame tempta-. 
SW. 3. it 
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if there mult be any) be manag'd without intem- 
perate heat. We {ſhould be remote from being 
Angry that we cannot convey our own Sentiments 
into anothers Mind; which, when we are, our buſi- 
gneſs is the more remote; we make our ſelves leſs 
KFapable of reaſoning aptly to convince, and (becauſe 
anger begets anger, as love doth love) render the 
=dther leſs Suſceptible of Conviction. Why are we 
| yet to learn that the wrath of man worketh not the Righ- 
feonſneſs of God? What is gained by it? So little 
> doth Angry contention about ſmall matters avail, 
f that even they that happen to have the better cauſe 
> Aoſe by it, and their advantage cannot recompenſe 
he dammage and hurt that enſues to the Church and 
Jo themielves. Our Famous Davenant | 


9 

F ſpeaking of the noted controverſy be- . Sent. ad Dur. 
geen Stephen Biſhop of Rome, who, he ; 
ys, as much as in him lay, did with a Schiſmatical 
Phpirit tear the Church, and Cyprian who with great 
: enity and Chriſtian charity profeſſes that he would not 


3 Preal the Lord's up far diverſity of Opinion, nor re- 
ove any from the Right of Communion, concludes that 
ring Cyprian deſery'd better of the Church of Chriſt 


e Mhan Orthodox Stephen. He thought him the Schiſ- 
7 atick, whom he thought in the right, and that his 


$Drthodoxy (as it was accompanied , was more miſchie- 
Vous to the Church, than the others Error. Nor can 
man do that hurt to others, without ſuffering it 
Wore principally. The diſtemper of his own Spirit, 
Frhat can recompenſe! and how apt is it to grow in 


ie im; and, while it grows in himſelf, to propagate it 
e elf among others! Whereupon, if the want of love 
7” {Binders the nouriſhment of the body, much more do 
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hall grow up into him in all things, which is the head, 
even Chriſt : from whom the whole body fitly joyn'd toge- 
ther, and compacted by that which every joynt ſupplicth, 
according to the eſfectual working in the meaſure of every 
part, maketh increaſs of the body, unto the edifyimg of 
it ſelf in love, Eph. 4. 15, 16. ObStru@:ons. that hin- 
der the free circulation of blood and ſpirits, do not 
more certainly infer languithings in the natural bo- 
Cf pRen the want of ſuch a diftuſive love, ſhuts up, 
and ſhrivels the deſtitute parts, and hinders the dif- 
fuſion of a nutritive vital influence, in the body of 
Chriſt. ; 

2. It would inſpire Chriſtians generally with a ſacred 
Courage and Fortitude, when they ſhould know, and 
even feel themſelves knit together in love. How doth 
the revolt of any conſiderable part of an Army, 
diſcourage the reſt | or if they be not entire, and of 
a piece! Mutual love animates them, as nothing 
more, when they are prepared to live and die to- 
gether, and love hath before joyned, whom now, 
their common danger alſo joyns. They otherwiſe 
ſignifie but as ſo many ſingle perſons, each one but 
caring and contriving how to ſhift for himſelf. 
Love makes them ſignificant to one another. So as 
that every one underſtands himſelf to be the com- 
mon care of all the reſt. It makes Chriſtians the 
more reſolute in their adherence to Truth and Good- 
neſs, when (from their not-doubted love) they are 
ſure of the help, the counſels and prayers if the 
Chriſtian Community, and apprehend, by their de- 
clining, they ſhall grieve thoſe whom they love, and 
who they know love them. If any imagine them- 
ſelves intended to be given up, as Sacrifices, to the 
rage of the Common Enemy, their hearts are the 
apter to fink, they are moſt expos'd to temptations 
to prevaricate, and the reſt will be apt to expect the 
like uſage from them, if themſelves be reduc'd to the 
like exigency, and be liable to the ſame tempta- 
tions. 2 3. It 


(17) 
3. It wonld certainly in our preſent caſe, extinguiſh oi 
abate the (ſo contrary) unhallow'd fire of our anger and 


wrath towards one another, as the Celeſtial beams do 
the baſer culinary fire, which burns more fervently 


! when the Sun hath leſs Power. Then would debates 
(if there mult be any) be manag'd without intem- 


perate heat. We {ſhould be remote trom being 


Angry that we cannot convey our own Sentiments 
into anothers Mind; which, when we are, our buſi- 


neſs is the more remote; we make our {elves leſs 
capable of reaſoning aptly to convince, and (becauſe 
anger begets anger, as love doth love ) render the 


bother leſs Suſceptible of Conviction. Why are we 


yet to learn that the wrath of man worketh not the Righ- 


3 teonſneſs,of God? What is gained by it? So little 


mode any from t 


doth Angry contention about {mall matters avail, 
that even they that happen to have the better cauſe 
# loſe by it, and their advantage cannot recompenſe 


the dammage and hurt that enſues to the Church and 
to themielves. Our Famous Davenant | 

* ſpeaking of the noted controverſy be- gent. ad Dur. 
tween Stephen Biſhop of Rome, who, he 
ſays, as much as in him lay, did with a Schiſmatical 


3 Spirit tear the Church, and Cyprian who with great 


Lenity and Chriſtian charity profeſſes that he would not 
break the Lord's peace far diverſity of Opinion, nor re- 

4 Right of Communion, concludes that 
erriug Cyprian deſerv'd better of the Church of Chriſt 
than Orthodox Stephen. He thought him the Schiſ⸗ 


| matick, whom he thought in the right, and that his 


Orthodoxy (as it was accompanied , was more miſchie- 
vous to the Church, than the others Error. Nor can 
a man do that hurt to others, without ſuffering it 
more principally. The diſtemper of his owtr Spirit, 


what can recompenſe ! and how apt is it to grow in 
him; and; while it grows in himſelf, to propagate it 


felt among others! Whereupon, if the want of love 
hinders the nouriſhment of the body, much n 
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the things, which, when it is wanting, are wont to $4 


fill up its place: For as naturally as love begets 
love, ſo do wrath, envy, malice, calumny, beget 
one another, and ſpread a Poiſon and Virulency 
through the body, which neceſſarily waſtes and 
tends to deſtroy it. How ſoon did the Chriſtian 
Church ceaſe to be it ſelf! and the early vigour of 
primitive Chriſtianity degenerate into inſipid, ſpi- 
ritleſs formality, when once it became contentious | 
It broke into Parties, Sects multiply'd, animoſities 
grew high, and the grieved Spirit of Love retired 
from it! which is grieved by nothing more than by 
bitterneſs, wrath, anger, &c. as the connexion of theſe 
two Verſes intimates, Eph. 4. 30, 31. Grieve not the 


holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are ſealed unto the day of 


Redemption. Let all bitterneſs, and Wrath, and An- 
ger, and Clamor, and evil ſpeaking, be put away from 

you, with all Malice. And to the ſame purpoſe is 
that, 1 Pet. 2. 1, 2. Wherefore laying aſide all Malice. 
and all Guile and Hypocriſies, and envies, and all evil 
ſpeakings, as new-born babes defire the fmcere milk of the 
Mord, that ye may grow thereby. By this means Reli. 
gion, once diſpirited, loſes its majeſty, and awtul- 
neſs, and even tempts, and invites, tne aſſaults and 
inſultation of Enemies. 

4. It would oblige us to all adts of mutual Kindneſs 
and Friendſhip. It ſuch a love did govern in us, we 
ſhould be always ready to ferve one another in love, 
to bear each others burthens, to afford oũr mutual 
Counſel and help to one another, even in our pri- 
vate affairs if called thereto ; eſpecially in that which 
is our common concern, the preſerving and promo- 
ting the Intereſt of Religion; and, to our utter- 
moſt ſtrengthen each others hands herein. It would 


engage us to a free, amicable converſation with one 


another, upon this account; would not let us do ſo 
abſurd a thing as to confine our Friendihip to thoſe 
of. our own Party, which we might as reaſonably, 
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to men of our own Stature, or to thoſe whoſe voice» 
and hair, and look, and mean, were likeſt our own. 
It would make us not be athamed to be ſeen in each 
others Company, or be {hy of owning one another. 
We ſhould not be to one another as Fews and Sama- 
ritans that had no dealing with one another, or as 
the Poet notes they were to other Nations; Non mon- 
ſtrare vias eadem niſt ſacra colenti, not ſo much as to 
thew the way to one not of their Religion. There 
would be to partitzon-wall thorough which love would 
not eaſily open a way of friendly commerce, by 
which we ſhould inſenſibly ſlide, more and more, 
into one anothers hearts. Whence alſo, 

5. Prejudices would ceaſe, and jealoufies concerning 
each other. A mutual confidence would be begotten. 
We ſhould no more ſuſpect one another of ill deſigns 
upon each other, than left our Right hand ſhould 
wait an opportunity of cutting oft the Left. We 
ſhould believe one another in our mutual profeſſions, 
of whatſoever fort, both of kindneſs to one another, 
and that we really doubt and ſcruple the things 
which we ſay we do. | 

6. This would hence make us earneſtly covet an entire 
Union in all the things wherein we differ, and contribute 
greatly to it. We are too prone many times to diftik2 


things, for the diſliked Perſons fake who practiſe 


them. And a prevailing diſaffection makes us un- 
apt to underſtand one another; precludes our en- 
trance into one anothers mind and ſenſe: Which, if 
love did once open, and inclined us more to conſider 
the matters of difference themſelves, than to ima- 
* ſome reſerved meaning and deſign of the Per- 

ons that differ from us: tis likely we might find 
our ſelves much nearer to one another, thau we did 
apprehend we were; and that it were à much eaſter 
ſtep for the one ſide to go quite over to the other. 
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7. It would make us much more apt to yield to one a- 


nother. and abate all that ever we can, in order to as 
full an accommodation as is any way poſſible, that if we 


cannot agree upon either extream, we might at leaſt. 


meet in the middle. It would cauſe an emulation 
who ſhould be larger in their grants to this purpoſe. 
As it was profeſt by Luther when ſo much was done 
at Marpurg towards an agreement between him and 
the Helvetians, that he would not allow that praiſe to 
the other Party that they ſhould be more defirous of peace 
and concord than he. Ot which amicable conference, 
and of that afterwards at Wittenburg, and ſeveral 
© other negotiations to that purpoſe, 
: Vs 70. Hi- account is given by * divers. And 
Linh Thumm, inſiſted on by ſome of our own great 
&c. Tho by Divmes as precedential to the concord 
Scultetws's ac- they endeavoured between the Saxon 
count, that pre- and the Helvetian Churches of later 


rence was too time, as Biſhop Moreton, Biſhop Hall, 


little anſwered. ,\: : 
ON Re AER Biſhop Davenant, in their ſeveral ſen- 


tences or Judgments written to Mr. Din upon that 
ſubject. if 

And indeed when I have read the Pacific writings 
of thoſe eminent worthies, tor the compoſing of thoſe 
differences abroad, I cauld not but wonder that the 


ſame peaceable Spirit did not endeavour with more effect 
the compoſing of our own much leſſer differences at 


home. But the things of our peace were (as they ſtill 
are} hid from our eyes, with the more viſibly juſt 


ſeverity, by how much they have been nearer us, and 
more obvious to the eaſie view of any but an averſe 
eye. 8 
It is not for us to preſcribe (as was faid ) to per- 
ſons that are now in ſo eminent ſtations as theſe were 
at that time. But may we not hope to find with 
uch and where ſhould we rather expect to find it?) 
that compaſſion and mercifulneſs in imitation of the 


bleſſed Feſus, their Lord and ours, as to conſider 


and 
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and ſtudy the neceſſities of Souls in theſe reſpects 
and at leaſt, willingly to connive at, and very hear- 
tily approve ſome indulgences and abatements in 
the adminiſtrations of the interiour Clergy, as they 
may not think fit themſelves poſitively to order and 
enjoyn? Otherwiſe I believe it could not but give 

- ſome trouble to a conſcientious conforming Mini- 

ſter, if a ſober pious perſon, found in the Faith, 
and of a regular life, ſhould tell him he is willing to 
uuſe his Miniſtery, in ſome of the Ordinances of 
2: Chriſt, if only he would abate or diſpenſe with ſome 
2 annexed Ceremony, which in Conſcience he dare not 
uſe or admit of. I believe it would trouble ſuch a 
Miniſter to deal with a perſon of this Character as a 
* Pagan becauſe of his ſcruple, and put him upon con- 
ſidering whether he ought not rather to diſpenſe with 
mans rule, than with Gods. I know what the ſame 
Biſhop Davenant hath exprelly ſaid, that 
* «< He that believes the things contained * Ibid, 
in the Apoſtles Creed, and endeavours _ 
* to live a life agreeable to the precepts of Chriſt, 
** ought not to be expung'd from the Roll of Chriſti- 
* ans, nor be driven from Communion with the o- 
* ther Members of any Church whatſoever. 

However truly Chriſtian love would do herein, all 
that it can, Supplying the reſt by grief that it can 
do no more, Te 

8. It wonld certainly make us abſtain from mutual 
Cenſures of one another as inſincere for our remaining 
differences. Charity that thinks no evil, would make 
us not need the reproof, Rom. 14. 4. Who art thou 
that judgeſl anothers ſervant * The common aptneſs 
hereunto among us ſhews how little that divine Prin- 
ciple rules in our hearts, that in defiance of our rule, 
and the authority of the great God and our bleſſed Ke- 
deemer to whom all Judgment is committed, and 
vo hath ſo expreſly forbidden us, to judge left we be 
3 4dged, Mat. 7. I. we give our ſelves ſo vaſt a ber; 


G3 ty 


E 
ty! and ſet no other bounds to our uſurped licence 
of judging, than Nature hath ſet to our power of 
thinking, i. e. think all the miſchievous thoughts of 
them that differ from us that we know how to de- 
viſe or invent, as if we would ſay our thoughts (and 
then by an eaſie advance, our tongues ) are our own, 
who is Lord over us © I animadvert not on this as the 
fault of one Party, but whereſoever it lies, as God 
knows how diffuſed a poyſon this is! Among them 
that are ſatisfied with the publick conſtitutions towards 
them that diſſent from them, and with theſe back a- 
gain towards them, and with the ſeveral Parties of 

Doch theſe towards one another. This uniting, knit- 
ting love would make us refrain, not meerly from 
the reſtraint of God's Laws in this caſe, but from a 
benign diſpoſition, as that which the temper of our 
Spirits would abhor from. So that ſuch as are well 
content with the publick Forms and Rites of Worſhip, 
would have no inclination to judge them that appre- 
hend not things with their under ſlandings, nor reliſh 
with their taſt, as perſons that therefore have cut 
themſelves off from Chriſt, and the Body of Chriſt. 
They might learn better from the Caſſamdrian mode- 
Br ration, and from the avowed ſenti- 

* Cafiander de ments of that man * { whoſe temper 

5 f ha 1" is better to be liked than his terms of 
tatis were aman- union who ſpeaking of ſuch as being 


tis vi. fermerly rejected (meaning the Prote- 


| ſtants) for finding fault with. abuſes in 
the Church, had by the urgency of their Conſcience altered 


ſomewhat in the way of their teaching, Pens the form of 


Their Service, and are therefore ſaid to have faln ff 

from the © hurch, and are numbred among Hereticks and 
_ Schifmaticks. It is, ſaith he, tobe enquired how right- 
ly and juſtly this is determined of them. For there is to 
be conſidered. as to the Church, the Head, and the Body. 
From the Head there is no departure but by Doctrine diſ- 
egrecable to Chrift the Head. From the Body there is no 
6: 8 departure 


a 
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departure by diverſity of Rites and Opinicus, but only. by 
the defect of Charity. So that this learned Romaniſt 
neither thinks them Hereticks that hold the Head, nor 
Schiſmaticks, tor ſuch differences as ours are, from 
the reſt of the Body, if love and charity towards 
them remain. And again, where this love remains, 
and bears Rule, it can as little be, that they who are 
wnſatisf"d with the way of worſhip that more generally ob. 
tains, ſhould cenſure them that are ſatisfi d as inſin- 
cere, meerly becauſe of this difference. It cannot per: 
mit that we {ſhould think all the black thoughts we 
can invent of them, as it becauſe they have not our 
conſciences they had none, or becauſe they ſee not 
with our eyes, they were therefore both utterly, and 
wiltully blind. To be here more particular : The 
moſt, you know, are for the publick way of Worſhip; 
and of theſe, ſome are for it as tolerable only, others 
as the be way, and think all other ways of worſhip- 
ping God in Aſſemblies (being forbidden as they 
think by a juſt Law ) ſinful. Others, diſſenting, 
are of ſeveral ſorts. Some think the Conformity re- 
quired of Miniſters fintul, becauſe of previous terms 
required of them which they judge to be ſo, but nat 
that which is required of the People. Of which ſort, 
ſome that think it not imply umlamful, find it howe- 
ver leſs edifying to them, and tho? they can therefore 
partake in it at ſome times, think themſelves more 
ordinarily bound to attend ſuch other means as they 
fd more conducing to their ſpiritual profit and ad- 


vantage, judging they have an undoubted right from 


Chriſt, anciently allowed from age to age in the 
beſt times of the Chriſtian Church, and never juſtly 
taken from them, of choofing the Paſtors to whoſe 
ordinary care, and conduct, they ſhall commit their 
Souls. Others judge the publick way fmply wlawful, 


and therefore judge themſelves bound to decline it 


_ wholly; and are the more averfe to any participa- 
tion in it, as apprehending it to have no ſuitablenefs 
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or aptitude to profit their Souls: wherein they are 
the more confirmed that they believe not God will 
ever bleſs the means which he hath not appointed. 
Now how apt all theſe are unto very ſevere Cen- 
ſures of one another, he knows not the age that is 
ignorant. One ſort cenſuring the other as humor- 
ome, factious, ſchiſmatical ; the others them back 
again, as formal, popiſhly affected, deſtitute of any 
ſavour of ſpiritual things, having nothing of God 

in them, or of the life and power of Godlineſs. 
Now is this ſuitable to the love that ſhould rule 
among Chriſtians? or to the reverence we ought to 
have for that authority that forbids fuch judging ? 
It ought to be conſidered both that all have not the 
ſame underſtanding, nor the ſame gt and reliſh of 

things. © 

1. Net the ſame underſtanding. And therefore 
where Conſcience hath the ſame rule, 1t cannot have, 
with every one the fame actual latitude, that rule, 
being ſo very diverſiy underſtood, which different 
eſtimate of Conſciences, the Apoſtle hath expreſs |? 
reference to, in that large and moſt healing di- 
courſe of his, Rom. 14. One (faith he, verſe 2. be- 
heoveth that he may eat all things, another, who is weak, 
eateth herbs. Nor doth he, in reference to ſuch 
doubted things, determine what all ſhould do, or 
not do, by particular rules, concerning every ſuch 
caſe, that was then depending, which it ſeems he 
reckon'd was not neceſſary, or that might after- 
wards fall out, which was little to be expected. But 
he lays down one general rule, againſt judging one a- | 
ther, which he preſſes with that authority, and 
ſuch awful reaſons as might make a Chriſtian heart | 
tremble to be guilty of i. hs 
And in reference to the mentioned differences a- 
mong our ſelves (as well as others no nearer to the 
ſubſtantials and vitals of our Religion ) there is 
ſomewhat elſe to be done than to conclude againſt a 
Ye e ee 
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mans ſincerity becauſe of ſuch differing Sentiments 

and Practices, and which certainly would be done, 
if truly Chriſtian Love, or even Juſtice it ſelf, did 
take place as they ought; i. c. It would be conſider- 
ed what theſe ſeveral differing Parties have to ſay for 
themſelves,what Reaſons they may alledge, and whe- 
ther tho' they be not ſufficient to juſtifie their ſeveral 
Opinions and Practices (as all cannot be in the 
right ) they be not ſuch as by which a conſcientious 
man, a ſincere Fearer of God, may be ſway d, fo 
as to take the way which he 1s found in by the du- 
cture of an upright (tho* miſguided) Conſcience, 
and not as being under the Government of depraved 
vicious Inclination. 

As thoſe that can, and do, yield the 9 
that is required of Miniſters, tho' perhaps they wil 
ſome things altered, why may it not be ſuppoſed 
they ſincerely think (tho it ſhould be miſtakingly) 
that the things more liable to exception are capable 

of a ſenſe wherein they are not unlawful: And not 
being ſo, they think themſelves bound to take the 
opportunity which they this way obtain of doing 
good to the Souls of men ? Others alſo apprehend- 
ing it lawful, how poſlible is it to them from a 
certain reverence they have for Antiquity, and for 
our own firſt Reformers, to think it beſt and fitteſt 
to be continued! Nor is it unſuppoſable that many 
of the Layety may upon the ſame grounds have the 
lame apprehenſions. ; 
Again, divers in the Miniſtry judging the terms un- 
lawtul upon' which only they can have liberty for 
the publick Exerciſe of it; 1s it not poſlible they 
may, with a ſincere Conſcience, think themſelves 
not therefore obliged wholly to renounce their Cal- 
ling and Office, to which they were duly ſet apart, 
and had by their own folemn-Vow given up them- 
lelves ; but to do ſo much of the work of it as they 
can have opportunity for? 5 1 


1 
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And whereas of the People, ſome may think the 
publick forms and ways of worſhip not ſimply unlaw- 
ful, but find them lefs edifying to them than other 
means which the Providence of God affords them: 
and therefore do more ordinarily attend thoſe, tho 
ſometimes alſo the other. Why thould it be thought, 
on the one hand, or the other, that it is ſo little 
poflible they ſhould be guided by reaſonable and 
conſcientious conſiderations herein, that nothing 
but corrupt inclination muſt be underſtood to go- 
vern them? Is it not ſuppoſable, that accounting 
the publick Worſhip ſubſtantially agreeable to divine 
inſtitution, tho' in ſome Accidentals too diſagree- 
able, they may think there is more to encline them 
at ſome times to attend it, than totally to difown 
it? For what Worſhip is there on Earth that is in 
all things incorrupt? And they may apprehend it fit 
e their Union with the ſincere Chriſtians, 
that may be ſtatedly under that form, and eſpecial- 
ly in a time when the Conteſt is ſo high in the 
World, between them that profeſs the ſuhſtance of 
Reformed Chriſtianity, and them that have ſo much 
deform'd it; and may conceive it becoming them, 
at ſome times, to expreſs their own unconfinedneſs 
to a Party, and to uſe that Liberty which, they think, 
ſhou'd not be judg'd by another man's Conſcience, which 
yet they would have regard to, where there are not 
greater Reaſons to preponderate. 'They are indeed 
under a Diſadvantage (with them that are apt to 
uſe a greater liberty in their Cenſures, than they do 
in their Practice in theſe matters) when it fails out 
that their partial compliance is the means of their 
ſecurity from Penalties. And their Diſadvantage is 
greater, whoſe judgment to this purpoſe hath not 
been formerly declared and made known. But they 
tor thame ought to be ſilent whoſe total compliance 
gains them not only Imminiity, but great Emoluments. 
And that perhaps, yielded, not according to a for- 
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mer, but (at. that time when the opportunity oc- 
curred) a mew and altered Judgment. They may 
however know themſelves to be moved by greater 
ends than ſecular Intereſt: And ſo may theſe we 

* now ſpeak of, and yet may think the preſervation 

of their earthly portion, wherewith they are to glo- 

* rifie God in this world, not too little an end to be 

\ deſigned and endeavoured by lawful means. It were 
a very uncouth and ſinful thing to do a ſpiritual 

action for a carnal end. But if the thing fincerely 

Z and ſupreamly deſigned, be the glory of God, that 

zs the moſt piritual end: If it be not, that ought to 
be chang'd which is wrong, not that which is right. 
The unlawful end, not the lawful action, if it be 
lawful. If it be not, their good end will not juſtifie 
their action, but it will their ſincerity; which is all 
that this Diſcourſe intends. 

And then for ſuch as decline the public Worſhip to- 
tally, as judging it fimply mmlamful; Is it not poſſible 0 

they may be led to that Practice by ſomewhat elſe i 
than Humour and factions Inclination ? Have they 
not that to ſay, which may at leaſt ſeem ſolid and 
ſtrong to a conſcientious man ? How jealous God 
did heretofore ſhew himſelf in all the Affairs of his 
Worſhip ! How particular in the Appointment even 
of the {malleſt things he would have appertain to it! 
How unſuitable multiply'd Ceremonies are to the 
mature ſtate of the Church! And how ſenſibly bur- 
denſome they were to the Diſciples of the firſt Age 
as a yoke not to be born. And that therefore God 
himſelf. when the ſeaſon of maturity, and the ful- 
neſs of time came, thought fit to abrogate thoſe of 
his own former appointment, with no (probable ) 
deſign to allow men the liberty of ſubſtituting others 
in their room. Why is it not to be thought that the 

fear of the great God withholds them from doin 

what they judge would offend him? And that, 
they err, it is for fear of erring ? Why can nothing 
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be thought on whereto to impute their practice, but 
peeviih Humour? | | 

Eſpecially if that be conſidered (which is com- 
mon to theſe two laſt mentioned ſorts of men) that 
they ſenſibly find other means more edifying to 
them, or expect them only to be ſo, it the other be 
thought unlawful. If they be thought meerly law- 
ful, and ſuch as may therefore be uſed upon weigh- 
ty reaſons at ſome times, but are found leſs edifymng, 
who can doubt but I ought to uſe for my Soul ( at 
leaſt in an ordinary courſe ) the apteſt means that I 
can ordinarily have for the promoting its Edificati- 
on and Salvation? Do we not reckon our ſelves to 
owe ſo much even to our bodies? And what is ano- 
ther man's opinion to ſignifie againſt my ſenſe and con- 
{tant experience? Is there not ſuch a thing as a 
mental 1diofyncrafie (or omar of temper ) as 
well as a bodily? and whereto what is moſt agree- 
able, any man that is not deſtitute of ordinary Un- 
derflanding is the fitteſt Judge himſelt. As every 
one, that is not a meer fool, is fo much a Phyſician as 
to know what Diet ſutes him beſt. 

And if it be ſaid againſt the former of theſe two 
ſorts, Are they not at all times obliged to uſe the means 
which are moſt edifying * They may ſay at all times 
when they have nothing to outweigh their own pre- 
ſent Ed:fation, But it is not impoſſible that a con- 
ſcientious Judgment may eſteem all the forementi- 
oned Conſiderations concurring, to be of more weight 
than the greater advantage hoped to be gained 1n 
that one hour. Nor need any man be aſhamed pro- 
feſſedly to avow that which may ſeem the leaſt of 
them, the ſaving of himſelf from temporal ruine. For 
he is to be accountable to God for what portion he 
hath intruſted him with of the good things of this 
Life, and is not to throw it away without ſufficient 
cauſe. Who ſees not that more is allowed and or- 
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like account ? As to omit the hearing of a Sermon, 
if at that time ones Houſe be on fire, yea or if it be 
to ſave my Neighbours, or the plucking of an Oxe 
or Sheep out of a Ditch on the Lords-day, when I 
might have been employ'd at that time in the ſo- 
lemn Worſhip of God to my ſpiritual advantage. 
A meer commutation unto leſs advantage upon an e- 
qually or more urgent neceſſity is leſs than omiſion. 
And they that ſhall have learned, as our Saviour di- 
recs, what that means, I will have mercy and not Sacri- 
fice, will not condemn the guiltleſs. 

Only ſach are concerned firſt to ſearch well and 
be ſatisfied concerning the lawfulneſs of their Action 


in it ſelf, that they do it not with a ſelf-condemning 


Conſcience, nor with a groundleſſy ſelf.juſtifying 
one. And then eſpecially to ſee to it that their End 
be right: God's Intereſt, not their own, otherwiſe than 
in a due, entire ſubordination to his. We can ne- 
ver act innocently or comfortably in any thing, till 
he be 1n every thing more abſolutel our all in all; 
and have much more reaſon to be ſcrupulous, and 
(if others knew our hearts) were much more liable 
to cenſure, that, in our common Affairs, he is ſo 
much forgotten, that we live not more entirely to 
him; which we little animadvert upon, and are 
very offic ious to caſt motes out of our brother's eye, 
when this beam is in our own. 1 

The deſign of mentioning theſe hints of Reaſons 
for ſo different Judgments and Practices, is not to 
thew which are ſtrongeſt, and ought to prevail, 
which cannot be the buſineſs of fo ſhort a Diſconrſe 
as this, and ſo much of another nature; but, to 


ſhew that while there is any thing colonrable to be 


alledg'd for this or that way, true Chriſtian love, 
compathon of common humane frailty, and a duly 
humble ſenſe of a mans own, would oblige him to 


think that Conſcience towards God may have a greater 


hand (tho' with ſome miſguided it e, in gnidings 


men 
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men the different ways they take, than is common- 
ly thought. And to conſider tho' ſuch and ſuch 
| Reafons ſeem not weighty to me, they may to ſome 
others, who are as much afraid of ſinning againſt 
God as I; and perhaps their Underſtandings as 
good in other matters as mine. It would be conſi- 

ered how really difficult the controverſie is about the 
ceremontes, and ſome other parts of conformity. 
Perhaps few mataphyſical queſtzons are diſputed with 
more ſubtilty than that controverſte is managed 
with, by Arch-biſhop hztgift, Biſhop Morton, Do- 
ctor Burgeſſe, Doctor Ames, Cartwright, Calverwood, 
and others, And how very eaſily poſſible and par- 
donable 1s it to unlearned Perſons, or of weaker in- 
tellectuals, being obliged in order to their practice 
to give a judgment in reference to theſe things one 
way or other, to judge amiſs! Why ſhould we ex- 
pect every ſincerely pions man to be able to hit the 
very point of truth, and right, in matters that belong, 
as Biſhop Davenant once ſaid in another caſe non 
ad fidem fundamentalem, fed ad peritiam Theologicam, 
& fortaſſe ne ad hanc quidem, ſed aliquando ad curioſt- 
tatem Theologorum, | not to the foundation of our Faith, 
but to the skall of Divines, and perhaps not to this uei- 
ther, but ſometimes only to their curioſity. What were 
to be done in reference to ſo nicely diſputable things 
made part of the terms of Chriſtian communion, 1s 
more the matter of our with than hope, till by a 
gracious influence God better mens minds, or by a 
more deeply felt neceſſity bring us to underſtand 
what is to be done. Our cafe is ill when only vexa- 
tio dat intelleFum, when nothing but ſorrow and ſuffer- 
ing will make us wiſe, which is very likely from the 
righteous hand of God to be our common lot, 
In the mean time 'tis hard to think that he can- 
not be a ſincerely pions Man whoſe underſtanding 1s 
not capable of ſo difficult things, as to make a cer- 
tainly right judgment about them: hy * 5 
| ' | | fac: 
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facili flat eternitas. And why ſhould not the commu 


nion of Perſons going into a bleſſed eternity have the 
ſame meaſure? 

And beſides the different ſize, and capacity of 
mens underſtandings, and conſequently of their con- 
ſcientious determinations, 

2. There are alſo as diftering reliſhes of theſe things, 
which Chriſtian love would oblige a man to conſider 
with equanimity, ſo as thereupon to refrain hard 
cenſures. All good men have not the ſame reliſh of 


the various forms and modes of diſpenſing the Truths 


and Ordinances of Chriſt. Some of our ſuffering 
Brethren in Q. Mary's Days are faid to have found 
great ſpiritual retreſhing by the Common Prayer. 
And, in our own Days, ſome may profeſs to have 
their hearts warm'd, their affections rais'd and ele- 
vated by it. They are no rule to us; but it would 
leſs become us, herenpon to ſuſpect their ſincerity, 
than our own. Others again cannot relith ſuch 
modes of worſhip, when in the Miniſtry ot inch as 
ule them not, they find a very ſenſible delight and 
{avour. | 
And this, by the way, ſhews the great difference 
between ſuch things as have their evidence and 
goodneſs from God himfelt, and thoſe that borrow 
their recommendableneſs only from humane device. 
All good Men, in all the times and ages of the 
Chriſtian Church, have a conſtant value and love 
tor the great ſubſtantials of Religion, which have in 
them that inward evidence, and excellency, as com- 
mands and captivates a rectifi'd mind and heart, 
whereas the meer external forins of it, the outward 


dreſs and garb, are variouſly eſteem'd and deſpiſed, 


liked and diſliked by the Jame fort of Men, i. e. by 
very ſincere lovers of God, not only in divers times 
and ages, but even 1n the ſame time. How different 
hath the eſteem been of the Liturgich forms with them 


who bear the ſame mind, full of reyerence and love 
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towards Religion it ſelf! As that habit is thought 
decent at one time, which in another is deſpicably 
ridiculous ; whereas a Perſon in himſelf comely and 
gracetul, is always accounted fo, by all, and at all 
times. a 

Now this various guſt and reliſh cannot but have in- 
fluence, more remotely, upon the conſcientious de- 
termination of our choice, concerning our uſual way 
of worſhipping God. For how ſhould I edifie by 
what is diſguſtful to me? Tho it be true that our 
ſpiritual edification lies more in the informing of 
our judgments, and confirming our reſolutions, than 
in the guſts and reliſhes of Affection, yet who ſees 
not that theſe are of great uſe.even to the other? And 
that it is neceſſary that at leaſt there be not a diſguſt 
or antipathy ? What is conſtantiy leſs grateful, will 


certainly be leſs nutritive. That is uſually neceſſary 


to nouriſhment. Tho, alone, it be not ſufficient. As 
it is in the matter of bodily repaſts. Who can with- 


out great Js be bound to eatalways of a food 


that he diſreliſhes though he may without much in- 
convenience, for a valuable reaſon, do it at ſome 
time. | 

And they that think all this alledged ditterence 
is but fancy, ſhew they underſtand little of hu- 
ane nature, and leſs of Religion: Tho they ma 
have that in themſelves too which they do not ſo 
diſtinctly reflect upon, even that peculiar guſt and 
reliſh, which they make ſo little account ot. For, 


have they not as great a diſguſt of the others way, 


as they have of theirs? Would they not as mach re- 
gs to be ty'd to theirs? Have they not as great a 
iking of their own ? And doth not common experi- 


ence ſhew that there are as different mental reliſbes 


as bodily? How comes one man in the matters of 


Literature to ſavour Metaphyſicks ? another Mathe- 


maticks, another Hiſfory, and the like? and no Mans 
Genius can be fore t in theſe things. Why may there 


\ 
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ndt be the like difference in the Matters of Religion? 
And I would fain know what that Religion is worth 
that is without a guſt and ſavour, that is inſipid 
and unpleaſant, much more that would, being uſed 
in a conſtant courſe, this or that way, be nauſeous 
and offenſive? | B 
If indeed men nauſeate that which is neceſſary for 
them, the Goſpel, for inſtance, or Religion it ſelf, 
that is certainly ſuch a diſtemper, as if the Grace ot 
God overcome it not, will be mortal to them, and 
we are not to think of relieving them, by with- 
drawing the offending Object, which it ſelf muſt be 
the means of their cure. But is there any parity be- 
tween the ſubſtance of Religion, which is of God's 
appointing, and the ſuperadded modes of it, that 
are of our own? | FF 3 
Upon the whole, nothing is more agreeable, ei- 
ther to this Divine Principle of Love, nothing (with- 
in our compaſs) more conducible to our end, the 
ceaſing of our differences (which are moſt likely to 
die and vanyh by neglect) or their ceaſing to be in- 
convenient to us, than to bear calm and placid minds 
towards one another under them, to banniſh all hard 
thoughts becauſe of them: If I can contribute no 
way elſe to umon, from this holy Dictate and Law 
of the Spirit of Love, I can at leaſt abftain from 
cenſuring my fellow Chriſtians. It is the eaſieſt 
thing in the world one would think mot to do; E- 
ſpecially not to do a thing of it ſelf ungrateful to a 
well teinper d mind; and a great Privilege not to 
be obliged to judge another mans conſcience and 
practice, when it is ſo eaſie to misjudge and do 
wrong. Moſt of all when the matter wherein J pre- 
ſume to fit in Judgment upon another is of ſo high a 
Nature, as the Poſture of his Heart God-ward. X 
matter peculiarly belonging to another Tribunal; of 
Divine cognizance, an ws ar we all confeſs to be 
only known to God himſelf. And if I would take 
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upon me to conclude a man infincere, and an Hy- 
pocrite, only becauſe he is not of my mind in theſe 
{maller things that are controverted among us, how 
would I form my Argument? No one can, with fmceri- 
ty, differ from that man whoſe under{ianding 1s jo good 
and clear, as to apprehend all things with abſolute certam- 
ty, juft as they are. And then goon to aſſume (anda 
ſtrange aſſuming it muſt be.) But my widerſtanding is 
ſo good and clear as, &c. Tis hard to ſay whether the 
wncharitableneſs of the one aſſertion, or the arrogance 
' of the other 1s greater; and whether both be more 
immoral, or abſurd. - But the impiety is worſt of all; 
' for how inſolently doth ſuch a man take upon him 
to make a new Goſpel! and other terms of Salvati- 
on than God hath made! when bis ſentiments and 
determinations of things which God hath never made 
neceſſary, mult be the meaſure and rule of Life and 
Death tomen ! How 1s the throne and judicial Power 
of the Redeemer ufurp't which he hath founded in his 
blood, Rom. 14. 4. Who art thou that j udgeſi another 
F mans ſervant ? to his own Maſter he ſtandeth or falleth. 
N Tea, he ſhall be holden up, for God is able to make him 
ö ſtand, verſe 9. For to this end Chriſt beth died, and 
, roſe, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the 
Dead and Living, verſe 10. But why doſt thou judge thy 
} Brother ? or why dot thou ſet at nought thy Brother © 
i we ſhall all tand before the Fudgment-ſeat of Chriſt, verl. 


4 11. For it is written, 4s I live, faith the Lord, every 
j knee ſhall bow to me, and every tongue ſhall confeſs to 
q God. One would think they that lay no rettfaint 


* upon themſelves in this matter of judging theif bre- 
| thren, upon every light occaſion, reckon this chap- 
ter came by chance into the Bible. And that our 
Lord ſpake himfelf, at random, words that had no 
meaning, when he ſaid, Mat. 7.1. Fudge not that 
you be not judged, &c. What man that fears God would. 
not dread to be the framer of a new Goſpel, and of- 
new terms of Salvation? It is a great ſolace indeed 
8 N Wo. 
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to a ſincere mind; but unplies a ſevere rebuke, in 
the mean time, to ſuch a ſelt-aſſuming cenſorious 
{pirit, that it may, in ſuch a caſe; be fo truly ſaid, 
l: is a much eaſier thing to pleaſe God than man. 

They that tind this meaſure will have the better 
of it, if they can abſtain from retaliating, when as 
the reaſon of it is the fame on both ſides. For they 
may ſay, Ion are to remember I differ no more from 
you in this matter, than you do from me, ond if I judge 
not you about it, what greater reaſon have you to pudge 
me £ And they have little reaſon to value ſuch a 
mans Judgment concerning their Duty in a doubt- 
ful matter, who cannot ſee his own in fo plain a 
caſe. The matter for which they judge me may be 
very doubtful, but nothing can be plainer than that 
they ought not ſo to judge. | 

9. A due Chriſtian love would oblige us, after com- 
petent endeavours of mutual ſatisfa&tion about the matters 
wherein we differ, to forbear further urging of one ano- 
ther concerning them. Which urging may . be two 
ways. Either by application to our 4Fec20, or 
to our Reaſon and Fudgment. 

Some perhaps find it more ſuitable to their own 
temper, and meaſure of underſtanding and conf{ct- 
ence, to go the former way; and only vehemently per- 
{wade to do the thing, wherein the other {hall comply 
with them, and in ſoine fort juſtiſie the courte which 
they have taken. Without regard to the others con- 
ſcience; preſs them right or wrong to fall in with 
them. Sometimes labouring to work upon their 
kindvefs; by flattery, ſometimes upon their fear, by 
threats and menaces. Sincere love would certainly 
abhor to do thus. Would it let me violate anothers 
conſcience any way? The love I bear to a iellow- 
Chriſtian, if it be true, having for its meaſure that 
wherewith I love my ſelf, would no more let ine do it 
than hurt the apple of mine own eye. An mipirt- 
ted waking conſcience is as tender à thing, and 
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capable of a worſe fort of hurt. If. ſome haue mor- 
l:titude than I, and think what they may do, in pre- 
ſent circumſtances fo tar as they may, they mu, would 
it not be the difate of love patiently to admit it, eſ- 
pecially when it comes to ſuffering. For let me put 
my own fout in his ſouls ſtead, and would I be wil- 
ling to ſuffer upon another mans conſcience, and not 
upon my own? and forteit the conſolations which 
in a ſuffering condition belong to them who for con- 
ſcience towards God endute grief, would I, if I lov'd 
them, be content they had the grief, and did want 
the conſolation ? There will be {till found in a flate 
of ſuffering, ſomewhat that will, prove a common 
cauſe to good men wherein they will moſt entirely 
agree, whatſoever ſinaller things they may differ in. 
As the pious Biſhops Ridley and Hooper well agreed 


upon a Martyrdom at the Stake, in the fame im- 


portant Cauſe, who before, had differed (ſomewhat an- 
grily) about ſome Ceremonies. Concerning which dit- 
* Fox, Marty, ference how pathetical is the Letter“ 
ee, of the former of theſe to the other, 
when both were Priſoners (the one at Oxford the o- 
ther at London) on the ſame account. But now, my 
dear Brother (ſaith he) foraſmuch as we throughly agree 
and wholly conjent together in thoſe things which are the 
grounds, and ſubſtantial points of our Religion; againſt 
the which the World ſo furiouſly rageth in theſe our days, 
howſoever, in time paſt, by certain by-Matters and Cir- 
camſtances of Religion, your wiſdom , and my ſimplicity 
(I grant) have a little jarred; each of us following the 
. abundance of his own ſenſe and judgment. Now, I ſay, 
be you aſſured, that even with my whole heart, God is my 
witneſs, in the bowels of Chriſt, I love you in the truth, 
and for the truth's ſake, which abideth in us, and as 1 
am perſwaded ſhall, by the grace af God, abide in us for 

ever more. 5 : 
Again, F others have leſs latitude. It would be far 
from us to add to the affliction they are liable to, 
upon that very account, by a vexatious urging and 
þ importing 
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3mportuning them. Eſpecially to do it with inſult 
ing threats, and menaces, and labour to overawe 
their brethren, againſt their conſciences, into the 
embracing ot their ſentiments and way. Is it poſ- 
ſible a Chriſtian ſhould not underſtand how neceſ- 
{ary it is to every ones Duty and Peace that he exact- 
ly follow that Direction of the Apoſtles, and eſteem 
it moſt ſacred, Rom. 14. 5. Let every man be fully 
perſwaded in his own mind. And that we firmly re- 
ſolve never to do any thing with regret or a miſgi- 
ving heart, at. leaſt. Not againſt a prevailin 
doubt, for in very doubttul caſes to be rid of al 
formido oppoſiti or ſuſpicion that the matter may be o- 
therwiſe, is perhaps impoſſible to me, but to do any 
thing againſt the preponderating inclination of m 
judgment and conſcience, were great wickedneſs, | 
and ſuch as, if it were known, would make me unfit 
for any communion whatſoever. And I do here ap- 
peal to you who moſt ſeverely blame any of us for 
our diltent from you, whether if we ſhould thus de- 
clare to you, © That *tis truly againſt our conſci- 
* ences to communicate with you upon your terms, 
* we believe we ſhould greatly offend God in it, 
* and draw upon us his diſpleaſure, but yet to pleaſe 
* you, and prevent our temporal inconvenience, or 
& Tuine, we will do it.“ I appeal to you, I ſay, 
whether we ſhould not hereby make our ſelves un- 
capable of any Chriſtian communion with you or 
any others? This 1s then the plain State of the caſe, 
and you do even put theſe words into our mouths : 
If we follow the dictate of our conſciences we muſt 
* decline you; if we go againſt it, you muſt de: 
* cline us; ſuppoſing we declare it, if we declare 
it not, we have nothing to quality us for your 
*communion but Hypocrify and Diſſimulation 
And what do you gain by ſuch an acceſſion to the 
„Church? you have gained, in any ſuch caſe, not 
* half the man, the outſide, the carkaſs only, or 
F Fr fe T5 2 | D a” Hh | ? { the 
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* the ſhadow of the man, i. e. when you have de- 
* baucht our conſcſences, when you have ſpoil'd us, 
* and made us worth nothing, then we are yours, 
* whexem you ihew nothing ot love, either to us, or 
to your ſeives! !: | 

Others again that are, themſelves, men of more 
Reaſon aud Cenſcience, take the ſomeuhat more manly 
and hriſtian courſe z and bend themſelves by argu- 
ment to convince the reaſon, and fatisty the con- 
ſciences of ſuch as differ from them. But herein alſo 
there may be an exceſſe, that is, unprofitable, and 
grievous to thoſe they would work upon by this 
courſe. And from which therefore Lhriftian love, 
ſtudying the Peace and Quiet of their Brethren 
would reſtrain them. I ſay from the ungrateful ex- 
ces of ſuch on endeaveur. For I would fain know 
can there not herein be an exceſs? Is it not ſuppoſa- 
ble that they who difter from me, in ſuch leſſer 
things, may be ſometime arrived to a ſettlement and 
txcdnets of pudSment in them, as well as I? Is it not 
polſible they have weighed the moments of things as 
much as 1 have done? Is ſuch a cauſe infinite ? Is it 
nat poſlible that all may have been ſaid in it which 
is to. be ſaid, and the matter have been ſifted to the 
very bran ?. So, that all my further arguings may 
ſerve but to argue my vain ſelf-confidence, or abound- 
ingneſs in my own ſenſe, as if all wiſdom were to 
die with me. Or what if they ſerve at length, but 
to {hew. the incapacity of the ſubject to be wrought 
upon, and the different complexion of his mind I 
am treating with. All cannot receive all things. 
Me cannot make our ſentiments enter with every 
one. Perhaps they ſhew the weakneſs of his under- 
. ſanding : And then hath that Direction of the A- 
poſtle no Authority with ns. Him that is weak in the 

Faith receive, but not to doubtful diſputations? Rom. 
14. 1. He whom we account our weaker Brother, 
and of flower: underſtanding, nt be received, 2 00 


(39) 


caſt out of our communion) and becanſe God himſelf 


hath received him, as verſe 3. (g. d. Is he thought fit 
for God's communion, notwithſtanding his unſatis- 
fied ſcruple, and is he unfit for yours?) And he is not 
to be yexed and importun'd with continual diſputati- 
on, if that Apoſtolical precept be of any value.with 
ns. Sometime at leaſt, we thould think, we have 
try'd in ſuch a caſe as far as is fit, and driven the 
nail as far as it will go. Is it not poflible ſich a 
matter may be agitated beyond the value of it,” and 
that more time and pains may be ſpent upon it than 
it is worth? The obſcurity, and perplexity of the 
controverſy ſhews the leſs neceſſity. Things moſt 
neceſſary are moſt plain. Muſt we always in mat- 
ters of confeſſedly little moment, be inculcating the 
fame thing, rolling endleſly the returning ſtone, and 
obtruding our offenſive Crambe © Perhaps as no good 
is done, we do much hurt. When is the ſaw of 
diſputation long drawn, about one thing, without ill 
effects? Reaſon having at length ſpent its ſtrength 
gro vs (as weak people are) peeviſh and froward ; 
degenerates into anger and clamour. In- greater 
difterences than our preſent” ones, between the Pro- 
teſtant Churches abroad: Some of more prudent 
and peaceable minds have earneſtly preſs' d the lay- 
ing aſide of diſputes, and putting a Period by 
conſent to their Theological Wars. 
Solitarum diſputationum labyrinthos ne * pavenant 


ingredi quidem conentur * : Said a great Sent. ad. Dure- 


ivine in his days in reference to un. 
thoſe controverſies that he would 
have had compos'd by an amicable brotherly confe- 
rence. And that King of Navarre, who, at that 


time, ſeemd highly concern'd for the peace and 
welfare of the retormed Churches (afterwards Henry 


the 4th of France) in his Negotiations with divers 
Princes to that purpoſe, gave ſpecial ane 
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+ Ut acerbis illis 
contentionibus, quibus, 
verbis rixati ſunt 
inter ſe Theologi, (oF 
feriptss : & ejuſmodi 
diſput ationibus ſilen- 
tio tandem finis im- 
ponatur, ut Chriſti- 
ana charitas, & ani- 
trum fraterna con- 
junctio revocetux. 
Mandar. Hen. Reg. 
Navar. Jacobo Si- 
gurie 1 egato ſua, &c. 
Apud Coldaſtum. 


TE 
his Embaſſador much to inſiſt upon 
this , That (till other remedies 
could be uſed) an end might be put 
to bitter contentions and diſputations, 
that Chriſtian love and a brotherly 
union might be reſtored. And who 
ſees not how much this would con- 
duce to Peace and Union 1n our 
cale tao? who ſees it not that is a 


hearty lover of peace ? and that 


is not intent upon continuing and 
keeping afoot a controverſy, not 
fo much as a means to that, but as 
an end, contending for contentions 


fake, and as à thing which he loves anddelights in 
for it ſelf? J am {ure love to our brethren would not 
let us continually moleſt and importune them to no 
2 And tis fit they that urge to us, theſe are 
little things, which they importune us about, ſhould 


know we have great things to mind, of eternal con- 
cernment to us. And that we cannot be always at 
leaſurè to mind little things, beyond the proportion 
of our little time on earth, and the little value of 
„JJ ł˙ T 
"Io. Smcere love reſtored and exerciſed more among us, 
would certainly make 1s forbear reviling, and expoſing one 
another, and the induſtrious ſeeking one anothers rume. Fox 
ſuch as can allow themſelves to do any thing that hath 
this tendency ; not to preſerve publick order, but to 
 gratifie their private it will, not in a ſuddain Heat 
and Paſhon, but deliberately, and ſo as to purſue a 
formed deſign to this Purpoſe If ſuch men were ca- 
pable of being feaſon'd with (tho it were to as good 
purpoſe, to talk to a ſtorm, or reaſon with a wharl- 


wind, or a flame of fire) I would ask them What 
* are you altogether unatfoneable ? will nothing di- 
* pert you from this purſuit? If any thing, what 
* 11 ? What more gentle thing than our Gary” 


» 5 
* cr « by 


—— 


©, 


edo you ſeek, or will content you? Is it owr com- 


* mon ? And do you ſo recommend your ſelves > 
Do you not know Cain is Frog to have been of that 


« wicked one who — his Brother? 1 John 3. 10. And 
© that whoſoever hateth his Brother is a murtherer; and 
<« that no murtherer bath eternal life abiding in him ? 
© Ts it not ſaid, John 8. 44. That uch are of their 
Father the Devil, and the luſts of their Father they 
will do, who was a murtherer from the Beginning 2 
« And in the forementioned, 1 Joh. 3. 10. I this the 
Children of God are manifeft, and the Children of the 

Devil: whoſoever doth not Righteouſneſs is nat of God, 
neither he that loveth not his Brother? If all wers 
like you, under what notion were we to unite 
with them? The Apoſtle tells us, 1 Cor. 10. 20, 21. 

T would not that ye ſhould have fellowſhip with Devils. 
Te cannot Drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of De- 
vils ; Te cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of 
the Table of Devils. And in good earneſt, incarnats 
Devils (tho? that Text do not directly ſpeak of ſuch) 
have too much of Devil in them, to be participants 
in a communion, that can ſeem deſireablè, or is like- 
Iy to be grateful to ſerious Chriſtians. I muſt a- 
vow it to all the world, it is not this or that external 


form J ſo much conſider in the matter of Chriſtian 


union and communion, as what Spirit reigns in them 
with whom I Would aſſociate my ſelf. How can I 
endure to approach thoſe holy Myſteries, wherem all 


are to drink int one Spirit, and declare their union 
with the God of love, with the Emmanuel, God moſt 


nearly approaching us, God with us, collecting and 


gathering us in unto him as our common center, 
whence the bleſſed Spirit of Holy love 1s to diffuſe it 
ſelf through the whole Body, all enlivened by that 
Spirit, and form'd by it unto all kindneſs, benigni- 


ty, goodneſs and ſweetneſs! With what ſignifi A 


can I do ſo (tho? I were never ſo well ſatisfyd with 
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the external forms and modes my felf) if it be ap- 
CCC 
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, 111 
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ent (I fay if apparent) I muſt caſt in my lot 
ami joyn my felt with them (were they generally 
' fuck ). whoſe Souls are under the dominion of the 
quite contrary ſpirit, that fills them with malignity, 
„with miſchievous Dy WAESL and purpoſes, to- 


wards many 2 lincere lover of God, that cannot be 

latisty d with thoſe forms and modes, and who de- 

cine them only from à ſenſe of duty to God, and 

- 2 icar of oftending againſt the high authority of 
weir bleſſed, glorious Redeemer! _ 

I know many are apt to juſtify themſelves in 
their animoſity, and bitterneſs of ſpirit, towards 
ers, upon a pretence that they bear the fame diſ- 
affected mind towards them. But beſides that it is the 
moſt manifeſt, and indefenſible injuſtice z if they 
charge the innocent, or ſuch as they are not ſure 
are guilty, if their own wrath and enmity be ſo po- 
texit in them as to enable their tainted vicious ima- 
gination to create its object, or fo to diſguiſe and falſſy 
clothe it, as to render it ſuch to themſelves, as where- 
Upon they may more plauſibly pour out their fury. 
1 EA beſides that, how contrary is this vindictive 
irn to the rules and ſpirit of the Chriſtian Religi- 

R Is this to love our enemics, to bleſs them that curſe 
xs, and deſpitefully uſe us, Cc? How unlike the ex- 
ample of our blefled Lord, when, even in dying 

onies, he breath'd forth theſe words and his Sou! 
zlnoſt at once, Father forgive them, &c: Or of the 
holy Martyr Stephen, Lord lay not this fm to their 
charge. How unlike is that aptneſs to the retaliating 
ot 21uries, to the Chriſtian temper which the re- 
norned Calvin diſcovers in an Epiſtle to Bullinger, 

Peak ing of Luthers ſeverity towards him, If Luther 


4 thonſand times ( faith he) call me devil, I will ac- 
Enowledge him fer a famous ſervant of God; which Paſ- 
Age both Biſhop Morton and Biſhop Davenant, mag- 
nify him for, and the former faith, he herein ſpake 

# calmly, fo placidly, fo. indulgently, as if it were not a 
. 0 ee 
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man, but bumanity it ſelf that uttered the words. 
Yea and ſuch retaliation is what Pa. 

ganiſm it felt hath declaimed againſt *. + axim. Thr. 

A noted Philoſopher urges that againſt Diſſert. 2. 

17, that, one would think, ſhould not 

need to be ſuggeſted to Chriſtians, ſomewhat ſo pru- 

dential as might not only work upon the principle 

of love to others, but even that of ſelf-love, That 

then the evil muſt perpetually circulate, and ſo muſt again 

and again return upon our ſelves. As indeed if that 

mult be the meaſure to revile them that | 

revile us f, and render evil for evil, + 1 Per. 2. 23. 

railing for railing, we ſhould never c. 3. 9. | 

have done. It were a courſe which 

once begun, could by that rule, never find an end. 
This then is the firſt part of the Anſwer to.the pro- 

poſed Queſtion, What may be moſt hopefully done, 


Sc? The endeavour of having our Hearts knit toge- 


ther in love would ſurely do much towards it. And 
this is agreeable to any the moſt private capacity. No 


man can pretend his Sphere 1s too narrow ( it his. 


Soul be not) for the exerciſe of love towards tellow- 
Chriſtians. And I hope tis agreeable to all our prin- 
ciples. Sure no man will ſay tis againſt his conſci- 
ence to love his Brother. © 

And the ſame mult be ſaid of 

2. That other expedient, the endeavour to have our 
fouls poſſeſt with a more clear, efficacious, practical faith 
the anſwer to our Queſtion. And tho this is the more 
important part, it is alſo ſo very evident, that we do 
not need to make this diſcourſe ſwell to a bulk too 
unproportionable to the reſt it is to be joyned with, 
by ſpeaking largely to it. PITT 


Altho we have not the Name of Faith in this Text, 


we have the Thing. It is not named, but it is de- 
ſcribed, ſo as that it may eaſily be underſtood, both 
what it is, and how neceſſary to our purpoſe. 


1. What 


of the Goſpel. Which was to make the other part of 
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. What it is, or what meaſure and degree of it, that 
would be of ſo great uſe in ſuch a caſe. We are 
told with great Emphafis, The riches of the full aſſu- 
rance of underſtanding, to the acknowledgment of the yr 
ffery of God, and of the Father, and of Chriſt. Such as 
whereby, 

1. Our underſtandings are duly culightued ſo as men- 
tally to entertain aright the doctrine of the Goſpel, 
7.e. I. Diſtinctiy to apprehend the meaning and deſign 
of this myſterious revelation of God in Chriſt. 2. An 
to be fully aſſured of the truth of it. | 

2. Such again, as whereby our hearts are overcome, 
O as pradically and vitally to receive it, i. e. To ac- 
knowledge, receive, reſign, entruſt and ſubject our 
ſelves unto God in Chriſt revealed in it. 

2. And of how vaſt importance this is towards 
our eſtabliſhment, the confirming, fortifying and 
nniting of our Hearts, and our joynt preſervation 
in our Chriſtian ſlate ( the main thing we are to de- 
gn, and be ſolicitous for) we may ſee in theſe par- 
ticnlars. 

r. Hereby we ſhonid apprebend the things to be truly 
great wherein we are to unite. That union is not like 
to be firm aud laſting, the center whereof is a trife. 
It muſt be ſomewhat that is of ſit ſelf apt to attract 
and hold our Hearts ſtrongly to it. To attempt 
with exceſſive earneſtneſs an union in external forma- 
lities that have not a value and goodneſs in them- 
ſelvet; when the labour and difficulty is ſo great, and 
"the advantage fo little, how hopelets and infignifi- 
cant would it be! The myſtery of God, even of the Fa- 
ther, and of Chriſt, how potently and conſtantly at- 
tractive would it be, if aright underſtood and ac- 

knowledg d! Here we ſhould underſtand is our life 
and our all. Sd ELL 

2. Hereby we ſhould, in compariſon apprehend all 
things elſe to be little. And ſo our differences about 

title things would languiſh and vaniſh. We ſhould. 
| wh 2 } 7 4 : not 
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not only know, but conſider and feelingly apprehend, 
that we agree in far greater things than we differ in; and 
thence be more ſtrongly inclin'd to hold together, 
by the things wherein we agree, than to contend 
with one another about the things wherein we 
differ. 

3. Hereby our Religion would revive, and become a 
vital powerful thing; and conſequently more grateful 
to God, and awful to men. 

I. More grateful to God, who is not pleaſed with 
the ſtench of Carkaſſes, or with the dead ſbews of Re- 
ligion inſtead: of the living ſubſtance. We ſhould 
hereupon not be. deſerted of the divine preſence, 
which we cannot but reckon will retire, when we en- 
tertain him but with inſipid formalities What be- 
came of the Chriſtian intereſt in the world, when 
Chriſtians had fo ſenfibly diverted from minding 
the great things of Religion to little mimite circum- 
ſtances, about which they affected to buſie them- 


ſelves, or to the purſuit of worldly advantages and 


delights ? | 
2. More awful to men; They who are tempted to 
deſpiſe the taint languid appearances of an impotent 
inefficacious, ſpiritleſs Religion, diſcern a Majeſty 
in that which is viſibly living, powerful, aud pro- 
ductive of ſuitable fruits. Who that ſhall conſider 
the ſtate of the Chriſtian Church, and the gradual 
declining of Religion for that three deed Years 
from Conftantines time to that of Phocas, but ſhall fee 
cauſe at once to lament the ſin and folly of men, 
and adore the righteous ſeverity of God? For as 
Chriſtians grew gradually to be looſe, wanton, ſenſu- 
al, and their leaders contentious, luxurious, cove- 
tous, proud, ambitious affecters of Domination, ſo 
was the Chriſtian Church gradually forſaken of the 
divine preſence. Inaſmuch as that at the ſame time 
when Boniface obtained from Phocas the title of uni- 


verſal Biſhop, in defiance of the ſevere ene 


ES +, 
; his Predeceſſor Gregory the great, ſprang 
I Brerewood's up the dreadful deluſion of Mahomet f. 
Enquiries. And ſo ſpread it ſelf to this day, tho- 
De rough Alia, Africa, and too conſiderable 
a part of Europe, that where Chriſtians were twenty 
or thirty to one, there was now ſcarce one Chriſtian 
to twenty or thirty Mahometans or grofier Pagans. 
And what between the Mahometan Infatuation, and 
the Popiſh Tyranny, good Lord! what is Chriſtendom 
become! when by the one, the very name is loſt ; 
and by the other, little elſe left bat the name. 

4. Hereby we ſhall be inabled moft refolvedly to ſuffer 
being call'd to it, when it is for the great things of the 
Golpel, the myſtery of God, and of the Father, and of 
Chriſt, clearly and with aſſurance underſtood and 
acknowledg'd. Such a faith will not be without its 

leaſant reliſhes. Tis an uncomfortable thing to 

uffer either for the meer ſpiritleſs, uncertain, unopera- 
tive notions and opinions, or for the unenlivened outward 
forms of Religion, that we never felt to do us good, 
in which we never taſted ſweetneſs, or felt power, 
that we were really nothing ever the better for. But 
who will heſitate at ſuffering for ſo great things as 
the ſubſtantials of the Goſpel, which he hath clearly 
underſtood, whereof he is fly aſſured, and which he 
hath pradically acknowledged; and embraced. fo as to 
feel the energy and power of them, and reliſh their 
delicious ſweetneſs in his foul! And tho? by ſuch 
ſuffering he himſelf periſh from off this earth, his 
Religion lives, is ſpread the more in the preſent age 
and propagated to after-ages. So ſeminal and fruit- 
ful a thing is the blood o* Martyrs! as hath always 

been obſerv'd. | EE 

And as ſuch a faith of the Myſtery of the Goſpel 
appears to have this tendency to, the beſt, firmeſt, 
and moſt laſting union among Chriſtians (and the 
conſequent preſervation of the Chriſtian Intereſt) 
this Myſtery being more: generally conſidered only; So this 

| tendency 
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tendency of it would be more diſtinctly ſeen, if we 
ſhould conſider the more eminent and remarkable 
parts of it. The Myſtery of the Redeemers perſon. The 
Emmann:!, God uniting himfelt with the Nature of 
Man. ie Offce. A reconciler of God and Man to 
each other. His Death, as a propitiatory ſacrifice to 
ſlay all enmity. His victory and conquelt over it, where- 
in is founded his miverſal Empire over all. His 
triumphant entrance into Heaven, whither he is to col- 
lect all that ever lov'd, truſted and obey d him, to 
dwell and be converſant together in his cternal love 
and praiſes. How directly do all theſe tend to en- 
dear and bind the Hearts and Souls of Chriſtians to 
God; and him, and one another 1n everlaſting 
bonds! | Yo 

Thus then we have the 4»fwer to onr-Qurſiion in 
the two parts of the Text. The former pointing out 
to us the Subjects of our Umon, with the uniting Prox- 
ciple by which they are to be combin'd with one an- 
other. The other the center of it with the anating 
Principle, whereby they are all to be united in that 
center. N . 

And what now remains but that we UP. 
lament the decay of theſe two Principles, + 4 
and, to our uttermoſt, endeavour the revival of 
them. 3; 2 23s Toa 3 
1. Ve have great canſe to lament their decay; for how 
viſible is it! and how deſtructive to the common 
truly Chriſtian Intereſt! It was once the uſual cog- 
niſance of thoſe of this Holy profeſſion, Se bow 
theſe” Chriſtiamt love cone another, and even 18 
not to dye far each other ! Now it may be, How 
_ do they hate! and are like to dye and periſh by the 
hands of one another Our Lord himſfelf gave it 
them to be their diſtinguiſhing character. y thts 
Hall all men. Lom that ye are my Diſciples i jon love o 
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another. Good Lord! what are they 'now to be 


known by ! 
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a what 2 cloudy, wavering, uncertain, lank, 
| bpicitles thing is the Faith of Chriſtians in this age 

- become! How little are the aſcertaining grounds of 
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dt nnderftocd, or endeavoured to be underſtood 

content themſelves to profeſs it only as the Re- 

lion of their Country, and which was delivered to 
them by their Forefathers. And fo are Chriſtians 
-- but upon the fame terms as other Nations are Ma- 
1 ts or more groſs Pagans, as a worthy Writer 
r ſome time ſince took notice T. How 

0 Hal of few make it their buſineſs to ſee things 
Joveto Chriſt. with their own eyes, to believe, and 

9 bie ſure that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son 
of the living God! How far are we from the Riches of 

the full 3 of under landing! How little practi- 
cal, and governing is the Faith of the moſt! How 

Iltttle doth it import of an acłnomledgment of the My- 

© fery of Cod, viz. of the Father, and of Chriſt ! How 

little effectual is it! which it can be but in proporti- 
on to the grounds upon which it reſts. When the 
Goſpel is received, not as the word of man, but of God, 
it works effetually in them that ſo believe it, 1 Theſ. 

* 2. Þ 2 * ” : ö ? 

2. Let us endeavour the revival of theſe Principles: 
This is that in reference whereto we need 70 Humane 
Laws. We need not Edicts of Princes to be our war- 
rant for this practice, loving one another, and clea- 
ving with a more grounded hvely Faith to God and 
his Chriſt. Here 1s no place for ſcruple of Conſci- 
ence in this matter. And as to this mutual love 
What if others will not do their parts to make it 
ſo? What ſhall we only love them that love us, and 

be fair to them that are fair to us, ſalute them that 
falute us ? Do not even the Publicans the ſame ? what 
then do we mere than others? as was the Juſt expo- 

i ſtulation of our Saviour upon this ſuppoſition , 
| Aatth. 5. 47. 
| Ad 
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And let us endeavour the more e Raid. 
cation of our Faith, that it may be more lively:and 


fruitful : which this Ape you ſee (not for etting 
his ſcope and aim) further preſſes in the following. - 
verſes, teſtifying his g for what he underſtood there 
was of it among theſe Chriſtians. Tho*; I be. abſent  _ 
in the fleſh, yet I am with you in the Spirit, joying . and 
beholding your order, and the ſtedfaſtneſs of your Faith . 
in chril verſe 5. And exhorting them to purſue 

e fame courſe. As ye have received Chrift eis the 

d, ſo walk ye in him; rooted and built up in him, 

ſtabliſßed in the Faith, as ye have been taught, abound- 
ing therein with thankſgiomg, verſe 6, 7. 

And what alſo, muſt we ſuſpend the exerciſe 'and, 
improvement of our Faith in the great Myſteries of the  . 
Goſpel,” till all others will agree upon the ſame thing 
Let us do our own part, ſo as we may be able i... | 
ſay, © Per me non ſletit, it was not my fault, but 
<* Chriftians had been combined, and entirely one 
< with each other, but they had been more thorough- --? 
< ly Chriſtian, and more entirely united with Gd 
< in Chriſt, that Chriſtianity had been a more live:. 
ly, powerful, awful, amiable thing. If the Chri- 
e ſtian community moulder, decay, be enfeebled, 
< broken, diſpirited, ruin'd in great part, this ruins 
fall not reſt under my hand. We {hall have abun- 
dant conſolation in our own Souls, if we can ac- 
quit our ſelves that as to theſe two things, we la- 
mented the decay and loſs, and endeavoured the re- 
ſtitution of them, and therein as much as in us was, 
of the Chriſtian Hitereſt. o en deeronl 
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Books written by the Reverend My. John Howe. 
| SI 8 


4 HE Bleſſedneſs of rhe Righteous opened, Cc. 
His Treatiſe of Delighting i God. 3 4 
The Reconcilableneſs of God's Preſcience of the Sins of Man, 


with the Wiſdom and Sincerity of his Councels, Exhortations, 


and whatſoever means he uſes to prevent them. In a Letter to 
the Fon. R. Boyle, Eſq. To which is added, a Poſtſcript in de- 
fence of the 1aid Letter. | "red. x7 Ns 

Self. Dedication. Diſcourſed in the Anniverſary Thankſgiving 


of a Perſon of Honour, for a great Deliverance, 
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A Sermon at the Funeral of Mrs. Vammond. bs 
A Sermon Preach'd on the Day of Thankſgiving, Decemb. 2. 


A Diſcourſe relating to the much lamented Death, and ſ5/emn 
Funeral, of our Incomparable, and moſt Gracious, Q. MA RY, 
of moſt bleſſed Memory. WT OR OS 
The Right Uſe of that Argument in Prayer from the Name of 
God on the Behalf of a People that profeſs it. | 

Of Thoughtfulneſs for rhe Morrow, With an Appendix con- 
eerning the immoderare Deſire of Fore-knowing Things to come, 

Of Charity, in reference to other Mens Sins. | 7 
A Sermon at the Funeral of Mr. Richard Adams, M. A. Some- 
time Fellow of Braſen- Neſe Colledge, in Oxford. 

The Redeemer's Tears wept oyer loſt Souls: In a Treatiſe on 
Luke 19. 41,42, Withan Appendix, wherein ſomewhat is oc- 
caſionally diſcourſed, concerning the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
and how God is ſaid to Will the Salvation of them that periſh. 

A Sermon directing what we are to do after a ſtrict Enquiry, 
Whether or no we truly love God. 5 

A Funeral Sermon for Mrs. Eſther Sampſon, the lare Wite of 


Hen. Sampſon, Doctor of Phyſick, who died Nov. 24. 1689. 
Ihe Carnaliry of Religious Contention. In two Sermons, 


preach d at the Merchants Lecture in Broad: ſtreet. 
A Sermon for Reformation of Manners. 


1697. To which is prefix ꝗ Dr. Bates's Congratulatory Speech to 
the K N G. 
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A Calm and Sober Enquiry, Caen dg the Poſſibility of + 


Trinity in the Godhead, . 
A Letter to a Friend, concerning a Poſtſcript to the Defence 


. of Dr. Sherlock's Notion of the Trinity in LW relating to the 


Calm and Sober Enquiry upon the ſame Subje 
A View of that part of the late Conſiderations to H. H. about 


+ the Trinity: Which concerns the Sober Enquiry, on that Subject. 
Some Conſiderations of a Preface to at Enquiry Concerning 


the Occafional Conformity of Diſſenters, &. 
A Diſcourſe on Coleff. 2. 2. Shewing, what may moſt hope- _ 
fully be Attempted to allay the Animoſities among Proteſtants 
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